Route 2: Old Pony Express Road 
	The Route:

Take the Lehi (SR 73) exit from I-15, travel west about 19 miles to Fairfield. Just beyond the Stagecoach Inn State Park the Pony Express trail leaves SR73. At SR36, go left (south) to Vernon. Take a right (west) onto the signed Old Pony Express (dirt) Road. Continue 95 miles to Ibapah then north NV93 and to I-80.


For mail to get across the west to California before the Pony express came to be, it traveled by ship down the Gulf of Mexico, by mule across Panama and then by ship again to San Francisco. That journey could take as long as 8 weeks if the weather was foul.

Around the time of the Civil War, it became vital to keep California more closely aligned with the Union and a faster system for getting messages out was imperative. So in 1860, the Pony Express mail route was born from the vision of businessman William Russell. Starting in St. Joseph, Missouri the route forged 1800 miles across what is now Kansas, Nebraska, Colorado, Wyoming, Utah and Nevada to its terminus in Sacramento, California.

	"Men Wanted”

The undersigned wishes to hire ten or a dozen men, familiar with the management of horses, as hostlers, or riders on the Overland Express Route via Salt Lake City. Wages $50 per month and found.” 

- Ad in Sacramento Union, March 19, 1860


Since speed was the emphasis of this venture, only the fastest horses were used, riders had to be less than 120 pounds and each parcel no more than 20 pounds. Time required to get news to the west coast was significantly reduced —to about 8 to 10 days.

Successful as it was, the route was only used for 18 months, between April 1860 and October 1861. When the transcontinental telegraph was completed in 1861, the privately-owned mail delivery business was unable to make a profit and was subsequently shut down. Messages that once took 8 weeks by ship and mule, then 8 days by horse now took 4 hours by wire.

But the success of the mail route proved the west could be crossed in all kinds of weather and paved the way for the transcontinental railway.
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Travelers today can relive a bit of Old West history by driving what was once the Utah part of that route. Utah’s 133 mile long Pony Express Trail National Backcountry Byway begins near Fairfield and ends at Ibapah, near the Utah – Nevada border. 
The journey begins at the SR73 / Lehi exit of I-15 and heads south and west, immersing the visitor in the vast solitude of the Great Basin, a desert region characterized by high elevation and flora and fauna not found in deserts at lower elevations.

As you drive through the miles and miles of sagebrush country, you can imagine what a day in the life of the riders would have been like. Hot and dry in the summer, wet in the spring and cold in the winter, frontier-toughened men would ride through the desolate area, stopping at a number of relief stations (roughly 12 miles apart) along the way to refresh themselves and their mounts. 

The historic Stagecoach Inn State Park in Fairfield is an interesting and informative place to learn more about the history of the route. During its heyday, the Inn was an overnight stop for weary travelers along the Pony Express Trail. It is normally open from Easter weekend through October 31.
Fairfield is also the location of Camp Floyd, a former military post named for the 1858 Secretary of War, John B. Floyd. Its mission was to establish a military route to California and to suppress a supposed Mormon rebellion in the late 1800's.
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When you reach SR36, at was is known as Faust Junction, you will see an interpretive marker, erected by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) in the 1970s with some information about the trail and the relief station that once existed there. There is also a Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) monument, erected in 1939 to mark the original Pony Express route.

Lookout Pass station comes next. Long after the Pony Express operation was terminated, the building was adopted as a private home and the remains of a pet cemetery has been preserved behind a chain-link fence.

Your next stop is at Simpson Springs, another former relief station. A dependable watering hole even today, this area was a popular homestead site where many buildings were erected and subsequently abandoned or destroyed. It is not certain which of the ruins was the actual station building, but the one restored structure sits on a building site dating back to the 1860s. In the 1930s the CCC established a camp nearby and in 1965, a monument was erected to mark the site. In the 1970s, the BLM established the area as a camping spot and in conjunction with Future Farmers of America finished reconstructing the rock station.

While there were about 18 stations on this part of route, there are very few remains. Look for interpretive markers and monuments marking the original route interspersed along the way.

In a few miles you will come to the Dugway Geode beds. Turn onto the signed road and take a short trip up to an area where you can dig for your own geodes. The best place to find these beautiful and unique specimens is about 1-2 miles up this road.
After the geode hunt, come back to the Pony Express road and continue west to Fish Springs Wildlife Refuge, approximately 94 miles from the beginning point of the journey. After so many miles of sagebrush, rocks and dust you will be surprised to find this welcoming oasis and you will likely have it all to yourself. Due to the long, desolate, sometimes arduous journey necessary to get there, it is one of Utah’s lesser known wonders. 

The 10,000 acre marsh is divided into 9 sections by a gravel road, which makes all the areas very easily viewed by car. The water is so clear that the sandy bottom is always visible, as are the schools of native Utah chub and introduced mosquito fish darting around in the shallows. You can also hear the song of the bull frog, and if you're lucky, maybe spot one. 
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The best time for seeing abundant birdlife is in the spring and fall when the migration is going on. It is rare that you see snow back there, but is a magnificent sight if you are lucky enough to be there when it happens. Snow can make the driving out very hazardous, though, so be careful.
Back to the main route and heading further west the road passes the Deep Creek Mountains, a granite and pine mountain range with 12,000 foot Isapah Peak. The ancient Bristlecone Pine, known to be several thousand years old, can be found in these mountains. This is also a great area for viewing wildlife such as Rocky Mountain Bighorn sheep and elk. A large part of this mountain range has been designated as wilderness. 
The end point of the Pony Express Trail National Backcountry Byway is at Ibapah – a remote settlement with a quaint trading post. Mormon missionaries originally founded this area in the late 1850s. Here they taught Native Americans modern farming methods and later the area housed a Pony Express relief station. The town’s name comes from a Goshute Indian word meaning “white clay”, after the white clay deposits found in the water.

From Ibapah, head north and west to Nevada route 93. Take a right onto 93 and continue up to I-80.

