Solitude's Got the Edge on Grooming Slopes 

By Theresa A. Husarik


Over the last few years, Solitude Mountain Resort has become an unofficial authority on how to keep the slopes groomed and ready for skiers of all skill levels. They are grooming more advanced runs on the mountain, allowing intermediate skiers to ski steeper runs because they have been groomed with meticulous care.  


"One of the biggest differences between the way we do slope grooming and in the way other resorts do it is that once a run is groomed and available for skiers, it is from then on groomed daily," said Adam Barker, Marketing and Media Relations Assistant for Solitude.


This doesn’t mean all slopes are groomed daily. “For example,” said Barker, “some of our steepest runs don’t have a lot of snow on them yet and haven’t yet been groomed this year. But once a slope is groomed for the first time, it is then groomed daily. Many resorts will put runs on a rotation and each slope will get groomed every two or three days. But we groom 100% of our already-groomed runs daily.”


John Dumas, member of the Solitude grooming crew since 1986 and Director of Slopeside Maintenance since 1994 says his crew takes great pride in what they do and are willing to listen to him and put into practice the things he suggests.


 “What that means to the consumer,” said Barker “is that there may be a greenhorn at the controls, but not at the top doing the planning and overseeing the operation.”

Dumas actually prefers to hire greenhorns (as opposed to technicians who have grooming experience from other resorts). That way there are no “bad” habits to overcome. When it comes to training new people, Dumas said, “We tell them to forget everything you learned at the other resort.” They are at Solitude now.


Technicians trained at Solitude tend to stay there. “About 75% of the guys have over 10 years of experience here at Solitude,” said Dumas.



Solitude Mountain Resort has bought at least one new grooming machine each year for the past five years totaling six snow cats that are from the year 2000 or newer. They also have three winch cats that they use on very steep slopes. “We do have a commitment to good machinery,” said Barker.

“We focus on quality and not quantity,” said Barker. “The runs that are groomed are done more meticulously.” 

They focus on working a little slower which enables them to till the snow deeper and more productively, yielding a better grooming surface. “You can have corduroy on top but if the snow that is underneath has not been tilled and cultivated (it’s almost like harvesting a crop), it won’t be as good a surface for skiing.”

“Good grooming is more than surface deep,” said Barker.


 “Some of the guys who have worked elsewhere just want to cruise around on the machines,” said Dumas. But that is not what Solitude is all about. “It’s not about speed, it’s about quality. We’re pretty diligent about sticking to details.”

